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[IT-Delhi to have
Own entrance exam

HimanshiDhawan | Tnn

New Delhi: The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Delhi
dealt a major blow to HRD
minister Kapil Sibal’s com-
mon entrance test plan by an-
nouncing on Thursday that it
would follow ITT Kanpur’s ex-
ample and conduct its own en-
trance examination next year.

The defiance of the coun-

b Attack on autonomy, P 10

GROWING REVOLT

> After IT Kanpur, IIT Delhj
senate rejects common
entrance test, to conduct own .
entrance exam next year

» |ITD senate resolution
says it will try to coordinate
entrance exam with other IiTs
“to the extent possible”

> |IT Bombay, Madras and
Kharagpur are backing the
CET to be held from 2013

try’s premier tech schools
will mean students will have

to write one more exam, de-
feating the purpose or Sibal’s
uniform entrance format. It
could have a spiralling effect
on other IITs, The IIT Bom-
bay Senate expected to meet

inthefirst week of July,
If resistance snowballs

further, it could jeopardize the
ministry’s efforts to push the

commaon test through, though
the decisions of senates have
to be approved by the councils
and boards of governors.
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NTPC- IIT

To encourage its employees acquire higher
qualication; develop research skills and enable
them accomplish scientific studies for the
develapment in
ENergy sector,
MTPC Limited,
inked an Mol with
IIT Delhi. The Mol
was signed by 5.P.
singh, Directar
(HR), NTPC and
Frof. R.K.
Shevgaonkar,
Director, T Delhi, inthe presence of DK. Agrawal,
ED (MNETRA), NTPC and other senior officials of both
the organizations. With this, NTPC plans to give
prestigious M.Tech. program in selected domains to
two more batches of 10 engineers each.
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NTPC signs MoU with HT for employees

To  encourage | °
its employees
acquire higher
qualification,

develop re-
search  skills
and enable ¥
them  accom- 2™
plish scientific §i.. '
studics for the
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development in S P Singh, Director (HR), NTPC and me R.I(. Shev-

energy

sector, gaonkar, Director, IIT Delhi with D. K. Agrawal, ED

NTPC Limijted NETRA)NTPCand other senior officials.

inked an MoU

with the premier academic
institute, II'T Delhi recent-
ly. The MoU was signed
by S.P. Singh, Director
(HR), NTPC and Prof.
R.K. Shevgaonkar, Direc-
tor, IIT Delhi in presence
of DK. Agrawal, ED

(NETRA), NTPC and oth-
er senior officials of both
the organisations.

With this, NTPC plans
to  give  prestigious
M.Tech programme in se-
lected domains to two
more batches consisting of
10 engineers each,
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II'T-D joins rebel
league, plans to
hold separate test

Yanita Srivastava

W lotters@mindustaniimas com

NEW DELHI: TIT-Delhi on
Thursday rejected HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal’s proposal of a
single entrance test for all cen-
tral engineering institutes and
announced its own entrance
exam from next year.

ITT-D would hold the test on
the pattern of the 2012 joint
entrance examination (JEE). A
committee would be formed to
coordinate and conduct the test
jointly with the other IITs.

Delhiis the second IIT after
Kanpur to plan its own entrance
procedure.

. Criticising the new formula

— which gives weightage to
Calss 12 marks — Dr Sanjeev
Sanghi, president of the IIT-D
Faculty Forum, said: “What was
the need to rush and introduce
changes in the JEE from 2013?"

Somnath Bharti, president of
the IIT-D Alumni Association,
said the institute had been
pushed to think of a separate
exam because of the “govern-
ment’s autocratic and manipu-
lative attitude”.

ENGINEERING A ROW -

Sept 2009: Kapil Sibal pro-
poses reforms in #T exam
Feb 2012; Weightage for
board marks and two-tier
test proposed

May 2012: HT council

- okays proposal, hut faculty

. federation opposes
June 2012 .

. #IT-Kanpur decides to
hoid own test; faculty
federation seeks PM’s
Intervention on Slbai plan
» Sihal floats compromise
formula; BT-Dethi rejects it

Prof AK Chaturvedi, spokes-
person for the [IT-Kanpur Senate,
said IIT-Delhi had taken the right
step. “We look forward to jointly
conducting the 2013 exam with
other II'Ts in the same format as
JEE 2012, Chaturvedi said.

Sources said even IIT-
Kharagpur, which will hold an
emergency senate meeting next
week, may go for a separate
exam. IIT-Bombay's senate
meets on July 5.
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lIT-D joins gntieSibal handwagon

To conduct
separate entrance
test like Kanpur

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA m
NEW DELHI

In yet another blow to HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal, IIT-
Delhi has decided to go the
Kanpur way and announced
they would conduct a separate
Entrance Examination (EE)
for engineering aspirants,
The much-awaited deci-
sion was taken on Thursday
the Senates of the IIT-Delhi
which adopted the IIT-Kanpur
resolution favouring an inde-
pendent entrance test and
rejecting the Government and
Council of ITTs single entrance
test proposal for the year 2013,
IIT-Kanpur had earlier this
month rejected the proposed
test terming it “academically
and methodically unsound”,
The Senate unanimously
rejected the decision of the
Councils of IITs as “it impinges

on the autenomy of ITTs and the
decision is not academically
sound” Further, the Senate
resolved that the 2013 exami-
nation would be on the lines of
JEE 2012. The Senate also decid-
ed to conduct its own Entrance
Examination in coordination
with other IITs, if possible, For
2014 and beyond, the Senate
will set up a Committee, which
will review and propose changes
to the Senate,

A member, who attended
the 150-member Special Senate
Meeting at IIT-Delhi, said that

“Kapil Sibal came for severe crit-
icism for his statemnent through

THE DELHI [IT SENATE
UNANIMOUSLY
REJECTED THE

DECISION OF THE
COUNCILS OF IITS AS“IT
IMPINGES ON THE -
AUTONOMY OF IITS AND
THE DECISION IS NOT
ACADEMICALLY SOUND’

a news channel attacking the
autonomy of IITs,

The Senate discussed in
detail the decision of the
Council of ITTs on May 12, 2012
and the Councils of IITs, NITs
and IIITs on May 28, 2012, and
felt that the Government
seemed in no mood to respect
the autonomy of ITTs in spite of
assurances given by the Prime
Minister to the faculty of IITs.

The Senate decided to con-
duct the JEE in 2013 in the
presence of the Chairman of
the IIT-Delhi Senate, Prof RK
Shevgaonkar, who is also the
Director of IIT. The decision of

the Senate came a (!éy after
Sibal reiterated that there was
no going back from holding the
single entrance test from next
year.

Sources in IIT-Kanpur
said they would talk to the

Senate of IIT-Delhi to jointly -

conduct the entrance test.

All India IIT Faculty

Federation Secretary AK Mittal
welcomed the decision of the
IIT-Delhi Senate and said that
the institute had no choice but
to go on the lines of decision of
the Senates of IIT-Kanpur.
“The Senates are supreme in
making decisions pertaining to
academic and administrative
matters of IITs," Mittal said,
The IT-Delhi Alumni
Association has communicat-
ed to the Senate that it fully
supported the resolution. “It is
historic, though unfortunate
that, pushed to the edge by
Sibal’s autocratic and manipu-
lative attitude, IIT-Delhi Senate
had no choice but to decide to

. go an IIT Kanpur way,” said

Somnath Bharti, president, IIT-
Delhi Alumni Association.
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IIT-Delhi decides to 0 its own way

VARUN BIDHURI

NEW DELHI: The Indian
Institute of Technology,
Delhi (IIT-D) passed a
resolution on Thursday,
deciding to conduct its
own entrance examina-
tion and refusing the Cen-
tral government’s decision
to conduct a combined
entrance examination
from 2013,

On 28 May, the IIT
Council had said a joint
entrance examination
will be held from 2013
for admission to the cen-
trally-funded engineering
institute, including Indian
Institutes of Technol-
ogy (IITs), International
Institutes of Informa-
tion Technology (IIITs)
and National Institutes of
Technology (NITs).

Sources said IIT-D Sen-
ate has deéided to hold its
entrance examination on
the lines of Joint Entrance
Examination 2012, along
with other willing ITTs to
the extent possible and has
invited other IITs to join

them.

It further said the IIT-D
Alumni Association fully
supports the resolution
and has communicated to
the Senate through its rep-
resentatives that it is sol-
idly for the autonomy of

NT-D Senate has -
decided to hold
the examination
on the lines of
Joint Entrance
Examination
2012 and has
invited other lITs
to join them

the IIT and their Senates.

The association also
said that in this matter,
the Ministry of Human
Resource Development
has not taken into account
the effect which the Coun-
cil decision will have
on bright students who
are poor and those in
rural areas, where school
education is not up to the
mark,
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IIT—Delhl too decides

ln'

PBD BUREAU/PTI

REW DELH, JUNE 2

REJECTING HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal's sin-
gle entrance test proposal,
IIT-Dethi today decided to
conduct its own entrance
exam from next year, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of
HT-Kanpur.

The decision was taken
at a crucial meeting of the
institute's senate here.

"We will not.accept the
proposed single entrance
test and will conguct our
own exam,” said a senate
member, adding the pro-
posed test “impinges" on
the autonomy of IIT-Delhi.

"The proposed test is
academically  unsound
and procedurally unten-
able,"” the member said.

He said the other IITs
have been asked to reject
the new system and join
hands with IIT-Delhi and
[iT-Kanpur.

Indications are that the

senate is in favour of
retaining the existing for-

mat of the IIT-JEE test -

even as it has decided to
set’ up a committee to
examine the issue.
* * The decision of the sen-
ate comes a day after Sibal
reiterated that there was
no going back from hold-
ing the single entrance test
from next year.
IIT-Kanpur had early

this month rejected. the

proposed test terming it -

"academically and
methodically unsound”.
"The government had

on May 28 announced the
_new test from 2013, under .

which aspiring candidates
for IITs and other central
institutes like NITs and
II1Ts will have to sit under
new a format of common
entrance test which will
also take plus two board
results into consideration.

A resolution passed at
the end’of the meeting
said the senate has decid-
ed that the 2012 entrance
test will on the lines of JEE
2012,

"The senate has decided
to conduct its own
entrance examination in
coordination with other
HTs, if possible. For 2014
and beyond, the senate
will set up a committees
which will review and
propose changes to the
senate,” it said.

The resolution stated

. that for the 2013 exam, a

committee will be

hold own entrance

appomfed by IIT-Delhi
senate "which will coordi-

.nate the conduct of the

above examination jointly
with the other IITs to the
extend possible”.

For 2014 and beyond,
the chairman_senate shall
constitute a committee to
review the lIT-JEE exami-
nation, the resolution said.

Hailing the move, IIT-
Delhi alumni association
said it fully supports the
resolution and reiterated
that "should the. need
arise, the alumni will be
taking the matter (of the
government's decision to
hold the proposed exam)
to court".

The faculty federation
has already met Prime
Minister Marunohan Singh
voicing its opposition to
the test. It has stated that
Singh gave an assurance
that autonomy of the IliTs
will be maintained.

The IITs opposing the
new format contend the
proposed test will increase
stress of students instead
of decreasing it. They feel
students aspiring to join
institutes other than the

IITs need not sit for two

test -- main and advance -
as proposed. '

They have also insist-
ed that board examina-
tion results should not be
taken into consideration
while preparing -the
merit list.
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[IT Delhi to go
the Kanpur way

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHE; IIT Delhi has de-
cided to reject the govern-
ment's plan to hold acommon
entrance test for all under-
graduate engineering cours-
es, and will instead conduct
its own entrance examination
next year.

Following more than two
hours of discussions on
Thursday evening, the Senate
of IIT Delhi unanimously re-
solved to reject the govern-
ment proposal as it “impinges
on the autonomy of IIT Del-
hi” The plan for a single test
was approved by the IIT
Council as well as the coun-
cils of the IIITs and NITs last
month.

However, the IIT Delhi
Senate resolution said those
decisions, which were against
its own stated position, were
“academically unsound and
procedurally untenable.”

Instead, the Senate decided
to follow IIT Kanpur's lead
and hold its own admission
test next year. “For the year
2013, the IIT Delhi shall ad-
mit students to its undergrad-
uate programmes through an
examination, which will be on
a pattern similar to the one
used in IIT JEE 2012,” said
the resolution. .

It added that the Senate
chairman would appoint a
committee, which would “co-
ordinate the conduct of the
above examination jointly
with other IITs to the extent
possible.”

Sources in the Senate in-
dicated that the other IITs —
several of which are due to
have their own Senates dis-
cuss the government’s pro-

® Panel 'to coordinate
conduct of above
examination jointty
with other lITs

& |IT Delhi says
decision aqgainst Its
stated position
‘procedurally |,
untenable’

posal soon — would be
encouraged to join hands
with the Delhi and Kanpur
institutes.

Sofar as 2014 and beyond is
concerned, a committee con-
stituted by the Senate chair-
man would be asked to review
the IIT-JEE itself, said the
resolution.

The IIT Delhi Senate’s de-
cision comes a day after Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister Kapil Sibal insisted
that the government would
not roll back its proposal to
held a single entrance exam-
ination, and also take Class 12
board examinations into ac-
count in the admission proc-
ess. A section of faculty and
alumni has vociferously op-
posed the proposal, claiming
that it would dilute the stan-
dard of the IIT"s admission
process. .

There has been speculation
about a compromise after the
Prime Minister told members
of the All India IIT Faculty
Federation last week that the
autonomy of the IITs would
not be diminished. However,
with the government holding
firm to its stance so far, the
IIT Delhi Senate decided to
make its own rejection
official.

Page 9 of 27



ENTRANCE EXAM

Mint, ND 22/06/2012 P-5

lIT Delhi opts out of single test

After a senate meeting,
the institution decided
that the test, advocated
by govt, will impinge

on its autonomy

By PrasHANT K. Nanpa
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

n a sign of growing resis-

tance to a key plan of the

United Progressive Alliance
government, the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi, on Thurs-
day opted out of the move to-
wards a single test for entry into
all engineering colleges across
India.

If the resistance gathers mo-
mentum—IIT Kanpur has al-
ready broken away from the
move-—it could disrupt plans to
do away with multiple tests and
trigger chaos in what is other-
wise a very important ritual in
the annual academic calend¢r

After a meeting of the IIT Del-
hi senate, the engineering school
decided that the common en-
trance test would “impinge on
the autonomy of IIT Delhi”.

“They are academically un-
sound and procedurally untena-
ble. The senate rejects the pro-
posed admission procedure,”
said the resolution of the IT sen-
ate, which comprises senior pro-
fessors, the director, some alum-
ni and industry experts.

One senate member said the
other IITs are likely to follow suit.

W

RamEesH PATHANIA/MINT

Growing resistance: II'T Delhi says the proposed procedure is untenable.

The senate resolution further
said, “For the year 2013, [IT Del-
hi shall admit students to its un-
dergraduate programimes
through an examination which
will be on a pattern similar to the
one used in IIT JEE (Joint En-
trance Examination) 2012.” Mint
has reviewed a copy of the reso-
lution.

On 28 May, human resource
development (HRD) minister
Kapil Sibal announced the initia-
tive for a single entrance exam
for admission to engineering col-
leges after a meeting with the the
councils of I1Ts, the National In-
stitutes of Technology and the
Indian Institutes of Information
Technology. Sibal is the chair-
man of all the councils.

The minister feels that the
move will reduce stress for stu-
dents having to write multiple
exams, lend weight to the class
XII board exam and reduce the
influence of coaching centres

that prepare students.

It was then decided that appli-
cants will be selected on the ba-
sis of three tests—-the class 12
board exam, JEE main test and
JEE advanced exam. All the cen-
trally funded technical institutes
except IITs will give weight to
these three sets of examinations
in the proportion of 40:30:30.

Soon after the senate resolu-
tion, IIT Delhi alumni associa-
tion supported the move, calling
it “historic" and criticized Sibal
for being populist,

“It is historic though unfortu-
nate that, pushed to the edge by
Sibal's autocratic and manipula-
tive attitude, the IIT Delhi senate
had no choice but to decide to
do an IIT Kanpur,” said Somnath
Bharti, president, IIT Delhi
Alumni Association.

In a statement, the association
said “it is solidly for the autono-
my of the IITs and their senates.
Should the need arise, the alum-

ni will be w1111ngly to take the
matter to the court.” i

AK. Mittal, 2 member of the
senate and secretary of the All
India T Faculty Federation,
said that the decision was sim-
ple. “Now we will conduct the
JEE in its current pattern along
with IIT Kanpur. We are in talks
with other IITs and you will see
them joining us soon,” he said.

Mittal and a group of senior
professors from the older IITs
met Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh over the crisis last week
and requested him to intervene
in the matter.

Ancther senate member said,
on condition of anonymity, that
there could be two JEEs—"one
Sibal JEE and the other the IIT
1EE”,

An HRD ministry official said
the government was “waiching
the development” but is “opti-
mistic about pushing through
the plan”. He didn't want to be
named.

IIT aspirants said the tussle
has been confusing. “We are now
very worried. The situation is
very unclear and you need to
know the real position as IIT
preparation needs at least one
year,” said Amit Kumar Nayak,
an UT aspirant in Bhubaneswar.

Pramod Maheswari, chief ex-
ecutive of education and coach-
ing firm Career Point Ltd, said
the single test move is not going
to help, agreeing that students
are very confused. “We get a lot
of queries these days over the re-
cent developments,” he said.
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IIT-Delhi to hold its

own entrance test

Apm TanpoN/TNS

New DeLH1, JUNE 21

The Ministry of HRD today
came under renewed pressure
from the ITT faculty to advance
its proposed common engi-
neering entrance test (CET)
beyond 2013, with the Senate
of the ITT-Delhi rejecting the
idea and resolving to conduct
its own test next year.

After a three-hour meet-
ing, the ITT-Delhi Senate
unanimously decided to
reject the CET decision
taken on May 28 by the [IT
Council that HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal chairs.

The CET envisages a
common engineering
entrance exam for students
across India by scrapping
the current JEE-IIT and the
AIEEE examinations.

In rejecting the CET today,
the faculty of the IIT-Delhi
followed the ITT-Kanpur
Senate that was the first one
to have taken the unprece-
dented step of turning down
an IIT Council decision on
the ground that the council
disregarded the academic
autonomy of the seven HIT
Senates by not conceding to
their demand of holding the
common entrance test from
2014 or later.

“We have resolved to reject
the OT Council decision to
conduct the Joint Entrance
Examination Main and
Advanced with weightage for
school board marks ‘ from
2013. We have decided to
hold our own exam for entry
to [IT-Delhi in 2013. The

e %o e
Senate has empowered its
Chairman (IIT director) to
constitute a committee for the
purpose of holding the test,”
said All-India TIT Faculty
Federation Secretary Prof AK
Mittal, who is also a member
of IIT-Dethi Senate.

IT-Delhi Senate further
said that it would work with
like-minded IITs to hold a
separate test (apart from the
CET) next year to conduct
admissions to the coveted
technical institutes,

Shortly the Senates of ITT-
Kharagpur and Bombay are
also expected to meet to
decide what course they
wanted to adopt for engineer-
ing issions next year.

The ITT-Delhi Senate said it
would be willing to collabo-
rate with the ITT-Kanpur and
other ITTs.

The IIT Act, 1961, empow-
ers IIT Senates to conduct
admissions to undergraduate
courses to each institute, In
fact, the Senate of every T is
empowered to hold its own
admission test scparately, as
was the practice in the initial
years of IIT existence.’

Later on, for the sake of
convenience and uniformity,
the IIT Senates came together
and decided to conduct a
Joint Entrance Exam,
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‘New test
formatan
attack on lITs’
autonomy’

Himanshi Dhawan | 7NN

New Delhi: All IITs have been
agitated by the HRD ministry's
plan to give weightage to Class
XII marks and make the en-
trance test common for admis-
sion to all central engineering
institutes, Theformula is differ-
entiated for ITs and non-IIT in-
stitutes in terms of weightages.

The plan to ntroduce a sin-
gle test for centrally funded en-
gineering institutes was likely
to reduce the stress on students
and make the exam more inclu-
sive by incorporating the board

Times View

he clash of will between the

education minister and
various [ITs is seriously hurting
theinterests ofthe students,
whom both sides of the
argument claimto be acting
for, Whether the new
examination system proposed
by Sibal makes sense or notis
atthispointasecondary issue.
Whatisimportantisto
recognize thatthe uncertainty
overwhat will finally happenis
amatter of grave concern for
aspirants to India’s premier
engineering institutes, The

" pressure of competitive exams

is severgenough without this
element of uncertainty being
added to it. The minister and
thedirectors afvarious T
should agree to anychangesbe
putonhold for the time being. If
and whenthey are able to agree
onwhat changes, ifany,are
needed, they can make them
having given applicants
sufficient time to adjust.

exam but ended up raising a
storm over the alleged erosion
of IITs’ autonomy.

Rejecting the IIT council de-
cision for a CET as “attack on
the autonomy of the ITs”, the
IT Delhi Senate said it would
“conduct its own entrance ex-
amination in coordination with
other IITs, if possible”. All India
IIT Faculty Federation secreta-
ry Prof A K Mittal said, A
unanimous decision was taken
torejectthe IIT counci! decision
of conducting a single test. IIT
Delhi will conduct its exam.” A
Senate member said cther TS
have been asked to reject the
new system. A resolution
passed said the senate had de-
cided next year’s test will be on
thelines of JEE 2012 ’

Asian Age ND
22/06/2012 P-1

T DELHI, LIKE

KANPUR, WILL

HOLD OWN TEST

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

IIT Delhi on Thursday
rejected HRD minister
Kapil S8ibal’'s single
entrance test proposal,
and decided to conduct
its own entrance exam
from next year, thus
following in the foot-
steps of IIT Kanpur.
This was decided at a
meeting of the insti-
tute’s senate here
Thursday. -

“We will not accept
the proposed single
entrance test and will
conduct our own exa-
m,” a senate member
was quoted by news
agencies as saying,
adding new test would
“impinge” IIT Delhi’s
autonomy.

“The proposed test is
academically unsound
and procedurally
untenable,” the mem-
ber said, addi-ng that
other IITs were also
asked to reject the new
system. It appears the
senate favours retain-
ing the existing IIT-
JEE format though it
has decided to set up a
committee to examine
the issue.

Economic Times ND 22-Jun-12
P2

lIT-D Revolts,
to Hold Own
Entrance Test

QURPOLITICALBUREAY
NEW DELH! -

Yet another IIT senate has rejected human
resource development minister Kapil Sib-
al’s new common entrance examination,
The IIT Delhi senate on Thursday rejected
the common exam and decided to hold its
ownentrance test from 2013,

After II'T Kanpur, IIT Delhi has revolted
against the new two-step common en-
trance examination. The IIT Council,
headed by the HRD minister and compris-
ing IIT directors, had approved a new en-
trance examination on May 28. -

“We will not accept the proposed single
entrance test and will conduct our own ex-
1. am,” said a senate mem-

ber, adding the proposed
Thestage test “impinges” on the au-
Is set for tonomy of IIT Delhi.
amajor “These decisions, which
confrontation Areagainstthestated posi-
betweenthe tion of the senate of IIT
1T Councll, Delhi, impinge on the au-
chalred by tonomy of IIT Delhi...
Slbal, and They (the proposed tests)
the faculty are academically unsound
members and procedurally untena-

ble. The senate rejects the
proposed admission procedure,” the sen-

" ateresolution states.

With two IIT senates formally rejecting
the new common entrance exam, the stage
is setfor a major confrontation between the
IIT Council, chaired by Sibal, and the facul-
ty members, who comprise the senates at
each of the IITs. The face-off has already
beguntotakea political colour, withfaculty
members charging the government of in-
terfering with the institute’s autonomy.

While there is no comment from the min-
istry or the IIT Council on Thursday’s de-
velopment, the HRD minister has consis-
tently stressed that the decision to hold a
common entrance for centrally funded en-
gineering institutes, including OTs, was
taken by the Council, which comprises all
the IIT directors.
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iT-DELHI PANEL
TO EXAMINE

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

The IIT Delhi favours
retaining the existing IIT-
JEE format, though it has
decided to set up a commit-
tee to examine the issue.
“The senate has decided to
conduct its own entrance
examination in coordina-
tion with other IITs, if pos-
sible. For 2014 and beyond,
the senate will set up a

committee which will
review and  propose
changes ..., a resolution

passed at the end of the
meeting stated.

The resolution stated that
for the 2013 exam, a com-
mittee will be appointed by
HT-Delhi senate “which
will coordinate the conduct
of the above exam jointly
with the other IITs in the
country”.

Hailing the move, IIT-
Delhi alumni association
said it fully supports the
resolution and reiterated
that “should the need arise,
the alumni will be taking
the matter (of the govern-
ment’s decision to hold the
proposed exam) to court.”

Indian Express, ND 22/06/2012

P-5

IIT-Delhi says no
SINGLETESTIDEA  +0 common test,
to hold own exam

NAVEED IQBAL

NEW DELHI, JUNE 21

REJECTING the govern-
ment’s proposal for a com-
mon engineering entrance
test, IIT-Delhi today decided
to conduct its own entrance
exam from next year, follow-
ing in the footsteps of IIT-
Kanpur.

The decision was taken at
a crucial meeting of the insti-
tute’s senate which passed a
resolution stating that it
would conduct its own en-
trance exam on the lines of
the Joint Entrance Exam
(JEE) 2012. The resolution
added that the government’s
proposals “impinge on the
autonomy of II'T Delhi” and
are “academically unsound
and procedurally unten-
able.”

- "The senate has decided
to conduct its own entrance
examination in coordination
with other IIT;, if possible.
For 2014 and beyond, the
senate will set up a commit-

tee which will review and
propose changes to the sen-
ate," said the resolution.

“ITT-Delhi has decided
that the 2013 entrance exam
will be conducted as per the
old pattern,” sources said.

The chairman of the sen-
ate and IIT-Delhi director, R
K Shevgaonkar, said a com-
mittee would be constituted
to “review the II'T-JEE sys-
tem for 2014 and beyond
and propose changes to the
senate.”

Sources said the senate,
which has over 100 mem-
bers, took a unanimous de-
cision to conduct a separate
entrance exam.

“IIT-Delhisenate had no
choice but to decide to fol-
low ITT-Kanpur,” said Som-
nath Bharti, president, IIT-
Delhi alumni association.

Earlier this month, IF'T-
Kanpur had rejected the
proposcd test terming it

“academically and methodl -
cally unsound”.
— With PTI
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[IT-Delhi too
decidesto
hold own
entrance test

NEW DELHI: The senate of the
Indian Institute of Technology-
Delhi on Thursday unanimous-
ly resolved to hold a separate
entrance examination for ad-
mission to the institute's under-
graduate engineering pro-
grammes from 2013, rejecting
the government’s “one nation,
one examination” proposal,

It was decided that an en-
trance test on the lines of JEE
2012, along with other willing
IITs “to the extent possible.”
The senate invited other ITTs
to join them in conducting the
test,

The 200-member senate
also resolved to set up a com-
mittee to review and propose
changes in the current en-
trance examination, to be im-
plemented from 2014 and be-
yond.

Rejecting the IIT council’s
decision to hold a joint en-
trance test for admissions to all
centrally-funded institutions
from 2013, the senate observed
that it will impinge on the IITs"
autenomy. Besides, the coun-
cil's decision was not academmi-
cally sound, it said.

The Institutes of Technology
Act, 198), says the senate’s res-
olution will be effected only af-
ter approval from the board of
governors (BoG) of the respec-
tive [IT. The 10-member BoG
has only two representatives
from the respective institute’s
senate.

“Itis historic, though, unfor-
tunate that, pushed tothe edge
by (Kapil} Sibal's autocratic and
manipulative artitude, IIT Del-
hi Senate had no choice but to
decide to do an IIT Kanpur in
Thursday’s jam packed senate
meeting,” president of IIT Del
hi Alumni Association Som-
nath Bharti said.

After HRD Minister Kapil
Sibal's interview to a news
channel on Wednesday, the
members had “sensed” that the
governmentwasinnomood to
respect the autonomy of the in-
stitution despite assurances by
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, he said.

“The PM was of the view that
there should be no hurry in
making changes tothe entrance
procedure which could damage
the IT brand which is known
worldwide,” Bharti added, re-
ferring to the recent meeting of
the All India IIT faculty federa-
tion with Singh.

DH News Service
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IIT-D treads IIT-X path,
to conduct separate test

BS REPORTER ® Mumbal
Indian Institute of

. Technology-Delhi (IIT-D) has

decided to conduct its own
entrance examination,
rejecting the government’s
plan of asingle entrance
examination for all centrally-

funded engineering

institutions from 2013,
Recently, IT-Kanpur had
also said it would conduct its
own entrance test,

FINANCIAL EXPRESS ND 22/06/2012

pe1

IT-Delhi too decides
to hold own entrance

fe Bureau

NewDelhi, June21: ThelIn-
dianInstituteof Technology
(IIT) Delhi on Thursday re-
jected the government’s sin-
gle entrance test proposal
anddecidedtoconductasep-
aratetestalongwithIITKan-
pur — first institute to have
rejected the idea of a com-
mon entrancetest(CET).
“We have rejected the ITT
Council’s proposal and will
conduct an entrance exam
similar to 2012 because we
are worried about the stu-

dents. No drastic changes
will be done and we are join-
ing hands with like minded
IITs. It is not the IITS' con-
cern to follow the political
mandate of people,” IIT Fac-
wlty Federation president
SanjeevSanghisaid afterthe
IITDelhi Senate meeting.
The IITs are in favour of
retaining the current IIT-
JEE format a day after HRD
minister Kapil Sibal said
thattherewasnogoingback
on the CET. IIT Kanpur had
recently decided to conduct
itsownentrancetest.
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IIT-B agrees to new
test, with riders

MIHIKA BASU
MELMBAI FUNE 20

THE II'T-Bombay faculty fo-
rum, which met on Wednes-
day to sce il a compromisc
formuia can be worked out,
decided they are ready to
implement the new JEE
from 2013, provided that the
HRID Minisiry agrees o
their other condifions.

The suggestions of the
iI'T-Bombay senate, which
had been disregarded by the
Minmstry, inciuded imple-
menting the new test from

2014 and not next year, mak-

ing JEE-Advanced a subjec-
tive-type paper and not giv-
ingweightage to the Std X11
board exams.

“It was decided on
Wednesday that we can sup-
pori the introduction of the
new exam format from 2013,

provided that the [lirst fest
(JEE-Main), fo be used for
filtering students, will not
give any weightage to board
marks. twasagreed that the
board performance will be
used as cut-off only, as per
the existing practice. 1t was
also decided that the second
test for selected students will
be conducted exclusively by
the HTs. According to the
ministry, the second test wiil
be held on the same day as
the main exam and the
scores can be used by allen-
gineering instituies, This is
not acceptable tous,” said a
faculty member.

Faculty members de-
cided that the TS “own
JEE” (second test) will be
held on aseparate date {from
main exam, possibly by the
end of May after the results
of the first test are availabie.
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Pay 325 lakh for an [IM
course, get Ignou degree

5 years later, students will get diploma; institute trying to soft out issue

LWISPECIAL:

Vanita Srivastava

m vanita shrivastava@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH: Admit yourself in ITM-
Indore and then enroll in a bach-
elor’s course at IGNOU. This is
the only way out for students
who enroll in the five-year inte-
grated course at the manage-
ment institute, considering that
it offers only a diploma.

The five-year straight-out-of-

school 1M programme, with a o

capacity of 120 seats, costs each
student nearly 325 lakh, . .

One year after kickstarting the

five-year integrated programme -

in management for fresh school
graduates, IIM-Indore is still
grappling with the issue of pro-
viding a bachelor's degree to its
students, Till then, all the stu-
dents will be made to register
with IGNOU to get a bachelor's
degree, which would entail addi-
tional charge (though nominal)
and additional course burden.
Itisunderstood that the insti-
tute was previously trying to
affiliate itself with Goa
University to give away BBA
degrees. Although the Academic
Council of the Goa University
formally approved the affilia-
tion last Friday, IIM authorities
suddenly seemed to be in no
mood to enter a tie-up with it
IIM director Prof N
Ravichandran told HT that they
‘had not gone in for affiliation for
a degree with Goa University,
but did not rule out such a move
in the future, “We do not feel
that it is needed now;” he said.
Asked whether the students
who pass out of the five-year pro-
gramme would be eligible to sit
for CAT, Ravichandran argued,

STUDENTS STAY POSITIVE

VARUN DOVAL, pelni
Reason for choosing course: Brand
name, faculty

Concerns, if any: Degree or diploma
doesn’t matter if you are an |IM
pass-out

SNIGDHA SINGH, pein

Reason for choosing course: Bachelor's
from 1IM and a diploma directly from

1M, which Is as good as a degree.

Course structure at the 1IM Is diverse,

At IIM, the faculty taught us everything , |
from basic to In-depth management.

1 Concerns, lf any: Degree hardly matters when you have a
good opportunity to get lucrative jobs

good job.

“Why will they sit for CAT? This
integrated five-year programme
is equivalent to the post-gradu-
ate programme that we offer
after graduation. Why will any-
one spend another 15 1akh?”
Stating that all the students
will get jobs, he said, "When you
are serving excellent 'kachoris',
there is noneed to market them,
People will come and buy them.”
However, an IIM director said
on the condition of anonymity
that the programme can get a
meaningful direction only if it
is backed by proper action,
“Links with foreign partners, an

DIVYA BATRA, Hisar, Haryana

Reason for choosing course: | found it
a little different from regular courses.
This course is a novel and creative
approach of 1IM, and it breaks from the
current status quo of management
education in India

Concerns, It ny: A good brand can always hetp get a '

efficient faculty, proper mar-
keting can make the programme
stecessful and even emulative,”

A student, Aman Sinha
from Allahabad, did not seem
to have any problems with the
course. “It hardly matters if
they give a degree or diploma,
Good branding holds the key. It
can always help us get good
jobs,” he said.

All the students were asked
to enroll for the IGNOU prog-
ramme last year too. Only one
opted for the BSc degree due to
non-availability of labs.

With inputs from Indore
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Students Still Eye Ivy League

Potential of return an foreign education overweighs the 15% increase in costs on account of fall in Indian currency

“

DEVINASENGUPTA & SREERADHA D BASU
BANGALORE/KOLKATA .
hedepreciation of rupee is unlikely
T tolead to a drep in the mumber of In-
dian students seeking admissions to
the most coveted global colleges abroad.
The best schools are betting that an in-
crease in financial aid for foreign students
will propel the number of applications, in-
cluding from India, this year. SUT compe-
titlon during admission to Indian univer-
sities is expected to further boost the

have Increased every year for theast dec-
ade, Exchange rates are only one variable
influencing patterns of application,” ac-
cording to Sheila Kiggins, communica-
tlonsofficer- educationand access, Office
of External Affairs and Communica-
tions, University of Cambridge.

MONEY MATTERS

The increase in demand of education
loans for foreign varsities grows at 18-20%
every year and this year too it is expected
to remain the same, says SP Singh, GM,

the ¢lass of 2015is availing theaid.

“The increase in the financial atd bud-
get for 2012-13t0 $116 million continues a
trend in which Princeton's scholarship
spendinghasoutpaced fee increasesfora
decade, Asaresult, theaverage "net cost”
for Princeton students today is lower
than it was in 2001, even before adjusting
for inflation,” said Martin A Mbugua,
University spokesperson, Office of Com-
munications, Princeton University,

The number of graduate students wha
enrolled from India in 2008, 2010 and 2011

[~ ; number of studentsopting tostudyabroad Punjab National Bank. “The rupce depre-  was around 70 for each year and under-

A T R rather than battle it out at the howne tuuf. ciation will not have any impact onthose graduates from India increased from 36
who will go abroad for the top colleges, If  to 30 inthesametimeframe.

Th FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES UPBEAT thereisany change, itwillbe forthosewho  Dartmouth College, a member of the

e Draw - “The University of Pennsylvania has want to go to the second Ivy League brigade, offers free tuition to

i o - : continuedtosee growth in applicantpool N and thirdrung institutes  stndents from families with a total in-
Eesglze nr.lln ce d;.‘pre‘cmtlcxl:\, students from india are fikely to over the past several years, despite the unlversityof abroad because of the come of lessthan $100,000 Scholarships
ead to the top foreign universities for the following reasons: steady devaluation of the rupee,” says pennsyfvanla Stricter visa regulations. totakecare of boarding, books and other
. - Unlversity of Pennsylvania media rela- raceived465 Costs become insignifi- expensesare alsoprovidedfor. .
! "i// ; k | &F tiensdirector RonOzio. spplications  canttothe potentialofre-  The Hanover based college has seen an
1 | _\\(@ | - 3| 1 The college received 465 applications fromindla furn on foreigneducation  increase in number of international stu-
Y . H fromIndialastyear, thehighestinthecol-  Jastyear, canprovide,” headded. dents in the undergraduate batch from
Increase In financlal The percelved benefit mdmpguum lege's history and although admissions pighestin Career Abroad, a Chen- 7% (2010 batch)to7.3% (2013), sald an offi-
aid to forej for Indlan students ~iningl forthisyearhavenotstarted, adropisnot college's naj-based education cial from the media relations’ office at
BN ¢la during £ {
students at top ., of foreign education admisstons to ontheanvil. “T c_lon’_t seemuch evic}enceqf history counselling firm, sends Dartmouth Cuue’g‘e. ,
universities abroad vemains high tap institutes students “settling”— the spaces in Indi- 400-500 students abroad, Under Harvard’s ‘zero contribution’pol-
an universities continue to be extremely  andhasnotseenitsnumbers godowndras-  icy, families with normal assets making
. ) Hmited and highly competitive, and US tically this year, but says, there will be $65,000 or less an?ual_ly will pay nothing
WRHAT'S ON OFFER 1I0IH W00l colleges and universities continue tobe some impaet Says chairman CB Paul for their student’s tuition, rcam, board,
regarded as a valid (and in some cases, Chellakumar: “Therupeefallwilldefinite- and fees. Those with family incomesupto
University of Harvard University The need and preferable) alternative,” added the offi- 1y impact those who want to study in the  §1,50,000willpay fromzerotol10%of their
Pennsylvania FAMILIES WTTH normal Ived clalinanemailresponseET “Theneed USandUKsincetheywillspend15% more. income while families with incomes
FUNDSSPECIALLY  as5ets making $65.000 perce and perceived benefit of a foreign educa-  Although the nwmbers have not come above $1,50,000 may still gualify for need-
- o benefitof a tion is 5o high that the rupes deprecia- downbutdestinations areveeringmoreto-  based assistance, said a Harvard official.
aflotted for Indian or less annually wilt
students despitea Py nathing for their forelgn tionwilinot mattereven if thedollar tou-  wards New Zealand, Australia, Canada, — Colleges like Pennsylvania have funds
o ;_\ fee  studentstaition, roo educationis so ches7100,” said Narayanan Ramaswamy, [reland than the US and the UK." specially allotted for Indian students de-
norease board, and fee n, room, ' highthat KPMG head for education. Getting intoa. spite a 3% increase in fee to $58,000; the
tn $58,000 . s rupee Harvard orWharton willremainanIndi-  RISE INFINANCIAL AID institute has not seen any significant
. depreciation an dream. Factors like a having to shell Some of the top global universitleshave change in requests for deferrals of ad-
Dartmouth Princeton University will not matter out few extra lakhs or even terrible visa increased financial aid and scholarship missionfromIndianstudents.
College INCREASE IN aid budget even it dollar regulations donot matter, headded. programmes this year to attract more  This helps colleges to compete with oth-
NO TUITION fee for 2012-13 to $116m. touches 2100 Last year, the cut-off marks for admlis- students. This January, the trustess of er global universities, suid an official
- siemstotop Indiancolleges were100% for  Princeton University have agreed to 2 from Oxford University which offers
far students from 50 average “net cost”
famities with total  today Es lower than ft ::RA\'ANAN ~  somecourses, whichforcedmanytehead 6.6% Increase in uncergraduate flnan- Rhodes and Clarendon Fund scholar-
income of § wasin 2001, even befare MASWAMY Westwards. In the UK, Cambridge Unl- cial aid and a 45% rise In tuition fee, to  shipsfor Indiansiudents whoare thefifth-
than $100 :;so ! Tor HPMG Head for versity hasspotteda 7% increaseingrad- $38,650. The average financial aid for an  largest nationality group in the campus.

4
ILLUSTRATION ARINDAM

uate applications from India in the last
five years. "Undergraduate applications

undergraduate student in the Princeten
class of 2015 is $38,000 and about 80% of

. devina.sengupta@timesgroup.com
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Students i
to avoid DU r t race

Daunted by the
high cut-offs

in DU, many
students are
applying to for-
eign universities
for admission

SWATI VISHNOI
THE ASIAN AGE

% Don’t fret, there is life
£ beyond Delhi

“ University After DU
cut-offs touched the night-
marish 100 per cent mark
last year, many undergradu-
ate students in Delhi are now
applying to foreign universi-
ties, to avoid the DU rat race.
Given the limited seats in
DU, the number of students
applying in universities
abroad has tripled this year
as compared to previous
years.

Sujeet Peter, director,
Canadian Education Centre,
Delhi says, “DU cut-off has
become a major factor for the
number of students applying
to foreign universities. Both
undergraduate and graduate
applicants, applying abroad,

" are rising in number, where
students from Delhi top the

i

g B
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PR

abroad has tripled this year

list. We have already regis-
tered around 5,000 students
for Canadian universities so
far, which is double the num-
ber of students three years
back.”

The other reason he cites is
the option of specialised
courses offered overseas that
attracts students. Courses
like Nanotechnology,
Astrophysics, Animation,
Aerospace Engineering,
Musicology, Audie-visual
technology, Ballet art,
Travel and tourism are in
huge demand.

Agrees Sakshi Pradhan, a
Class 12 student who got 80
per cent. “After the DU cut-
off last year I directly

The number of students applying to universities

ey they waive off even those

entrances. While in India,
due to reservations and less
seats, the competition is
tough and makes it difficult
even for 90 per cent scorer to
get a college of his choice.”
Besides DU, other private
universities are equally
expensive, and now even
middle class families
don’t mind spending

Education “cxtra to provide

H their child with the

abroad is n]ore best education,

analytical, “Many universi-

H H ties in India offer

logical, flex!hle diploma . coursos

and practical which do not hold

much weightage

PARUSH BHATRA in India, but a

applied to " diploma course from
University of abroad has more

British Columbia

last vear. I couldn't get
through Lady Shri Ram in
Journalism course, but got
through UBC in the same
course,” she says.

Naveen Khurana,
Chairman of The Chopras,
an overseas education con-
sultant firm, feels easier
application procedure is also
drawing students from India.
He says, “Besides the TOEFL
and IELTS followed by an
interview, few universities
go for separate entrances for
their courses. And if you
have a strong academic
record and work experience,

value,” says Sujit.

Parush Bhatra, a Modern
School student who got
through Bristol University,
UK, didn't keep Delhi
University as an option after
Class 12 and applied directly
to universities in UK. “I feel
education abroad is more
analytical, logical, flexible
and practical. A DU degree
might boost your CV, but
studying abroad and experi-
encing a new educational
culture always attracted
me,” he said adding that he
has also applied for a course
in Religion Studies in the
same college.
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